Treatment of inoperable hepatocellular carcinoma by intra-arterial lipiodol and 4'-epidoxorubicin.
A total of 30 patients presenting with inoperable hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) were treated with intrahepatic arterial Lipiodol (5 ml) and 4'-epidoxorubicin (90 mg/m2) once every 4 weeks. The treatment results included no complete response, 2 partial responses, 6 cases of static disease and 19 cases of progressive disease. The median survival was 18.9 weeks. All patients had died by the time of this writing, with survival duration ranging from 4.1 to 87.3 weeks. Toxicities were minimal and included anaemia and alopecia. As compared with a historic control group that had received the same dose of intravenous 4'-epidoxorubicin, the treatment group showed similar response rates but developed fewer toxicities. There was no significant survival benefit over the control group. We concluded that although this form of treatment had comparable activity and produced fewer side effects, it provided no survival benefit over intravenous treatment. The slight prolongation of survival achieved in the treatment group as compared with the control arm might have been due to case selection.